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MEDIA RELEASE 
26/04/20 

 COVID-19 RESPIRATORY CLINICS TO OPEN IN WESTERN QLD 
VIRUS RESPONSE: Maranoa General Practices establish respiratory clinics to combat virus. 

 
 

Western Queensland communities will soon have their defences bolstered through a number of key 
General Practices establishing specialised clinics to diagnose patients for coronavirus and other respiratory 
illnesses.   
St George Medical Centre and Longreach Medical Centre are two of five Western Queensland COVID-19 
respiratory clinics approved by the Commonwealth to be opened under strict infection control guidelines. 
Under the COVID-19 National Health Plan, the Commonwealth is supporting dedicated private practice 
respiratory clinics for patients with mild-to-moderate fever and respiratory symptoms. 
“This Commonwealth Government initiative is adding vital capacity to General Practices whose staff have 
worked tirelessly to implement the COVID-19 protocols and establish these specialised respiratory clinics,” 
Federal Member for Maranoa David Littleproud said.   
“Since this pandemic first became a recognised threat to our communities in the West, I’ve been humbled 
by the response of our health professionals who’ve rapidly adapted and fortified their practices to confront 
this viral menace.” 
“The Government is committed to ensuring our rural and remote communities have all the tools they need 
to keep coronavirus at bay, and the capacity to deal with cases if they emerge,” Mr Littleproud said.  
Western Queensland Primary Health Care (WQPHN) CEO Stuart Gordon said these developments 
complement an enormous amount of work already undertaken by GPs and clinicians across hospital and 
primary health care networks, further strengthening the preparedness for COVID-19, and importantly also 
ensuring the vital business of regular primary care continues unhindered. 
“General Practices are open for business in Western Queensland and are continuing to support their 
patients during this pandemic”, Mr Gordon said.  
“These respiratory clinics provide additional capacity in the Balonne and Longreach catchments to support 
early detection and reinforce services, and I’m very grateful for the support of both practices in helping to 
stand up these important additions to our COVID-19 infrastructure in the West.” 
“So far in West, we have had zero (as at 26/04/20) recorded COVID-19 cases across almost a million 
square kilometres of rural and remote Queensland, which is testament to the preparedness, leadership and 
diligence of our region in meeting this global pandemic head-on,” he said. 
Under the COVID-19 National Health Plan, the Commonwealth is supporting dedicated private practice 
respiratory clinics for patients with mild-to-moderate fever and respiratory symptoms. 
The clinics will be staffed by local GPs who will assess, test and diagnose respiratory cases, including 
COVID-19, influenza and pneumonia, in a dedicated part of their premises, within strict criteria to safely 
manage infection control, as part of a FREE service to patients.  
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Working closely with the Department of Health and Aspen Medical, the WQPHN has collaborated with the 
South West and Central West Hospital and Health Service to ensure a collaborative response to COVID-19 
in remote communities.  
The WQPHN team has assisted General Practices to meet the strict COVID-19 guidelines, navigate the 
contract management process and audit Practices as part of the selection process.  
The new telehealth MBS items, which are already experiencing a significant uptake in the bush, will 
complement the respiratory clinic operations, as the patient’s usual GP continues to provide care and 
support after their visit to the clinic. 
Western Qld Primary Health Network (WQPHN) quick facts: 

• commissions health services in Western Queensland 
• covers almost one million square kilometres of Queensland, 55% of the state’s total land area 
• aligns health investment with demonstrated population health needs 
• uses health intelligence data to orientate health services efficiently and effectively 
• ensures the right primary health care is delivered, at the right time by the right provider 
• advised by GPs and other health professionals and consumers 
• one of 31 PHNs across Australia established and funded by the Commonwealth Government 
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